A mixture of ZnSO 4 · 7H2O (0.287 g, 1 mmol), 3,5-dihydroxybenzoic acid (0.156 g, 1 mmol), NaOH (0.08 g, 2 mmol) and EtOH/H 2O (1:1, v/v, 20 ml) was sealed in a 25 ml Teflon-lined stainless steel reactor and heated to 433 K for 60 h, and then cooled to room temperature over 3 days. Pale yellow crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained.
The title compound was obtained unexpectedly during an attempt to form an esterifiable derivative by reaction of 3,5-dihydroxybenzoic acid with ZnSO4 in an ethanol-water mixture under hydrothermal condition. The X-ray analysis shows that the title structure consists of two neutral C 9H10O4 molecules and one lattice water molecule. In each C 9H10O4 unit, eight carbon and four oxygen atoms are approximately coplanar, with maximum deviations of 0.060 Å for O7 atom and 0.313 Å for O4 atom from the corresponding best planes. The dihedral angle defined by two phenyl rings is 6.24°. There are extensive OH···O hydrogen bonds involving the hydroxy groups and water molecules. This discrete structure is further extended to form a three-dimensional network via hydrogen bonds. 
